The Philadelphia Streets Department

Regulations Governing Street Openings, Excavations and Restoration

Section 1. Authority.

These Regulations Governing Street Openings, Excavations and Restoration (“Regulations”) are
promulgated pursuant to Section 5-501 of The Philadelphia Home Rule Charter and Title 11 of
The Philadelphia Code.

Section 2. Definitions.

(1) In these Regulations, the following definitions shall apply.

(@) Applicant: The person or agency submitting an application for any permit
addressed by these Regulations, and agreeing to the requirements herein;

(b) City: The City of Philadelphia acting in its capacity as a munié@l

government; R
N

(©) Commissioner: The Streets Commissioner and designees; ‘;;

(d) Department: The Streets Department of the City of Philadelphia;

(e) Developer: A private party for whom multiple Applicants or Permittees
may be contracted to perform work as part of a larger development within the Right-of-Way;

§3) Emergency or Emergency Condition: A condition that, in the judgmentrof
the Commissioner, constitutes an imminent risk to the health, welfare, or safety of the public,Br
has caused or is likely to cause Facilities already installed to be unusable and result in loss of ﬁ

services provided through the Facilities; \

(e’

(2 Facility: Conduit, pipes, cables, wires, lines, towers, optic fiber, antennae;

poles, associated equipment and appurtenances, and any other facilities (exclusive of wafgg

service pipes and sewer laterals in plumber’s ditches and end user devices) located in the Righty

of-Way and designed, constructed, and/or used, by telecommunications providers, cable servis@

and open video system service providers, information service providers, public utilities, or other

persons for transmitting, transporting, or distributing communications, telecommunications,

electricity, natural gas or manufactured gas, oil, gasoline, steam, water, waste water, or any other
form of energy, signal or substance;
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~(h) Guaranteed Pavement Information System (“GPIS”): The online
permitting system developed for and used by the Department in connection with the
Department’s street opening permit process. Through GPIS, information is also exchanged

between Facility owners and the City relating to construction, projects and events which may
affect City Rights-Of-Way;

6)) Historic Street: Any Roadway Block listed on the Philadelphia Historic

Street Paving Thematic District Inventory, as may be updated from time to time by the
Department;

G Municipal Radio: The communications division of the City’s Office of
Innovation and Technology (“OIT”) that provides communications between City agencies on a

round the clock basis. Municipal Radio operators receive calls and dispatch to other agencies in
acordance with City protocols for emergency situations;

k) New Facility in an Existing Location: Work involving the installation of a
new Facility on top of, underneath, or alongside an existing Facility where the existing Facility is
not being abandoned and physically removed. The new Facility will increase the total footage for
purposes of calculating the Facility owner’s Right-of-Way related fees. This type of project is
entered into GPIS as a “Tier I or Tier II” project as defined in Section 5 and Section 6 of these
Regulations; ’

() PennDOT: Pennsylvania Department of Transportation;

(m)  Permittee: The person or agency to whom a permit has been issued;
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(n)  Private Paving: All work performed by any private entity within the public
Right-of-Way that results in the restoration or construction of any curb, sidewalk, roadway
pavements, and associated Facilities and Structures as may be permitted within the public Right-
of-Way pursuant to the Philadelphia Code, or an act of City Council;

(0) Right-of-Way: The surface of, and space above and below, any real

property in the City in which the City has a regulatory interest, or interest as a trustee for e
public, as more fully described in Section 11-701(1)(dd) of the Philadelphia Code; i
(e
3
(p) Right-of-Way Unit: The Department unit responsible for regulation of the
Right-of-Way;
o=
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Q) Roadway Block: That area of the roadway between a street’s curb lineg,
and bounded at either end of the block by the intersecting street’s center line, as defined by E‘lg
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Department’s Geographic Information System (“GIS”) Centerline data;

(r) Same Size in the Same Location: Work involving the replacement of an

existing Facility with a new Facility that is substantially identical in size and shape to the original
Facility;



(s) Service Connection: The type of work involving a Facility that will be
installed starting from an existing Facility (through a main, duct, manhole, pole, etc.) and ending
at a customer service connection;

® Street Occupancy Permit: A permit issued by the Department to a
contractor or agency, authorizing the temporary (partial or full) closure of the Right-of-Way,
including the roadway and/or footway, for the temporary placement of equipment necessary to
perform work. These permits are also commonly known as “Street Closure” or “Lane Closure”
permits;

(u) Street Opening Permit: The permit required by the Philadelphia Code
and/or Department Regulations and issued by the Department to open or excavate within the City
Right-Of-Way;

W) Structure: Utility maintenance hole covers (manholes), castings, vaults and
other infrastructure breaking the surface of any portion of the Right-of-Way including their
underground supports and foundation;

(w) Substantial Improvement: Reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other
improvement of a Structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds Fifty percent (50%) of the
market value of the Structure before the "start of construction" of the improvement; and

x) Water Department: The Philadelphia Water Department.

Section 3. Permit Required.
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(D Proof of Permit. Persons in charge of construction work on City streets shall hfse
in their possession, at all times while so engaged, a permit, issued by the Department,
authorizing the work.

(2)  Violation of Regulations. Failure at any time to fully and faithfully comply with
these Regulations, and such further regulations as the Department may from time to time
promulgate, or to pay promptly such expenses as herein required, shall immediately operate as a
forfeiture of permits issued, and debar the Permittee from receiving any further permits urffd
released by action of the Department. If any work or precaution necessary to protect the pub
in the use of the streets is omitted or imperfectly performed by the Permittee, the Departme?ﬁ
shall serve a formal notice on the responsible Permittee, and immediately cause the necessaty

corrective work to be performed at Permittee’s expense. -

(3)  Repeated Violations. The Department may refuse to issue permits to an§
Applicant who has violated these Regulations and, after notification by the Department, h@g
failed to comply with its requirements.
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4) Period of Validity of Permit. Permits shall be valid for a period of twelve (12)
months from the date of issuance by the Department, unless a shorter period is indicated on the

permit.

Section 4. Method of Making Application.

(1) Application. Applicants seeking permission for the opening and structural
occupancy of a street in the City of Philadelphia shall file with the Department:

(a) A written application indicating the full name and business address of the
Applicant, and a statement of the character and purpose of the proposed work;

(b)  An electronic submittal showing the complete details of the proposed
work and indicating the character and location of all adjacent, existing Facilities and Structures;

and

(c) A summary of such other information as may be necessary to enable the
Commissioner to reach a full and definite understanding of the entire project.

2) Alteration of Application. After the Department has approved the application and
issued the permit, the terms, conditions or intent of the application, and the accompanying
drawings shall not subsequently be altered or departed from without the prior written consent of
the Commissioner; except in cases of Emergency, the Department may authorize modifications

when necessary.

3) Prerequisites for the Issuance of a Permit. No permit will be issued until th¢

Applicant has met all requirements of the Department as identified in the permit application. ?3

on
Section 5. Street Opening and Street Occupancy Permits: Tier L. IR

—

(1) Tier I. The following activities shall require Tier I Permits:

(a) Installation of any new Facility in a new location where the total linear
footage of excavation is less than sixty feet (60°);

(b) Installation of any New Facility in an Existing Location where the total o
~o PEAl

linear footage of excavation is less than sixty feet (60’);
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(©) Installation of any Service Connection perpendicular to the roadwgy,

where the total linear footage of excavation is less than sixty feet (60’); L

(d) Installation of any Service Connection requiring an “L” shaped
excavation, where one side is less than sixty linear feet (60°), the other side less than {wo-

hundred fifty linear feet (250°); ©

(e) Replacement of an existing Service Connection of the Same Size in the
Same Location, where the excavation is less than two-hundred fifty linear feet (250’); and
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